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On the third Sunday in Advent | asked some questions in my sermon about how we, as a
Christian Education community make space for the birth of Christ. | suggested that Jesus gives a response
& Formation when he says: where two or three are gathered in my name, | will be in the midst of
Annual Reports t hem. o What would it look |ike, I asked, to
Pages 2 & 3 nity to share common concerns and interests i what would it look like to be more inten-

tional about networking, especially in times of economic worries. What would it look like
Building & Grounds to encourage those who are unemployed to come together, network, explore options, or
Page 4 simply offer one another support? What would it look like to gather those who might be

interested in bulk buying to save money? What would it look like to encourage 3 -4 families
A Note from the Vestry to simply make the commitment to have Sunday dinner once or twice a month, put away
& Annual Report the TV and electronic devices and just talk,
Page 5-6 What would it look like to have those who are deeply in debt to be willing to come to-

gether without shame or embarrassment to seek some help and support in moving forward
Stewardship in a new way? What would it look like to have those who know how to garden, teach
Pages 7 those who do not how to plant vegetable gardens for the coming spring/summer? What

would it look like to have a group come together now to exchange ideas about Christmas
Prayers, Liturgy & gifts next year and provide learning and conversation about a simpler Christmas with more
Worship profound gifts? These do not rietleydsimplg requirefi pr o ¢
Page 8 individuals to identify their needs and their gifts and be willing to come together honestly

and lovingly. | am not going to be organizing a hundred (or even one!) new programs but
Outreach & Hunger rather, finding ways for you to connect in new ways with one another in a new year, in a
Page 9 new economic age. Here are the suggestions around this kind of developing community |

got that Sunday:
Our Parish Family T St. Marybs Quilters
Page 9-10 Wear Name tags

1
1 Someone willing to teach sewing
1

Odds o6n Ends Using some of our grounds for Community Gardens for parishioners with extra

Page 11 food going to MLK
1 A small group around learning to live with less income, learning to live more simply
Service Schedule 1 Read/discuss The Shack (we 6ve actually already had a

Page 12 could do it again)

1 Developing a Food Ceop
Anything sound interesting to you? There will be clipboards with these suggestions for you
to sign up AND take responsibility for contacting others who are interested!
May this be a blessed new year, a time to deepen our lives in God, and, even in our own
need, to offer a hand to others.

Pam

Come grow with us
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Christian Education & Formation

Preparation for Baptism

Baptism is the entry into a new life in Christ. The first part of prepara-

tion for Baptism includes being present in worship on a regular basis.

Because Baptism is such an important and primary step in Christian life,

preparation for Baptism includes a 5-week class: Exploring our Faith

Journeywhich also includes those preparing for confirmation, and those

simply exploring the Episcopal Church. If you are seeking Baptism for a
g1 " child, at least one parent (preferably both!) will need to participate.

i S | . ‘ The dates for Spring 2009 : Sundays 9:35-10:20 on March 1, 8, 15, 22,

SUNDAY 800 4 10:3 01 (Charch), 9:00am
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 9:30sm ¢ - 2 9 .

Dates on which Baptisms occur
Once the preparation is complete, we will schedule a Bap- C;Jb

tism on one of the following special appointed times during == ===
the church year: The Baptism of Jesus, Jan. 11, 2009; The %
Easter Vigil, April 12, 2009; Day of Pentecost May 31,

Sacrament
2009; Transfiguration Sunday August 2, 2009; and the 7 Baptism
Sunday after All .Saintsé Nov. 1, 2009

Annual Reports

Annual Reports for all committees, commissions and
ministries are due in the office by
Friday January 16, 2009

Please summit via email to isabel@saintmarysepiscopalchurch.org
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Christian Education

The Sunday after Thanksgiving the children in Godly Play helped make Christmas wreaths for our homebound
parishioners. We were pleasantly overwhelmed with children that morning and made and decorated over two
dozen felt wreaths. Thank you to all of the parents who stepped in and helped with the project. All of the ad-
ditional wreaths were given to individuals at the Soup Kitchen. A special thanks also to those who delivered
the wreaths; the Anasazi group and the Burcroff, Colantuano  and Westrom families.

December was an exciting month with music, preparations for the Christmas Pageant and the story of Advent
told by Paul Westrom  at our extended service on December 14", Thank you Paul for a wonderful job!

We look forward to Godly Play resuming on January 4" with lessons on the Epiphany planned for that week.
The children also will have a music Sunday with Kim and an outreach day is scheduled for January 25" to make

cards for the soldiers in IlIragq. Read the St. Mar y s Mi
Christmas Pageant and Pizza i Parish H Nursery care schedule
n Paris ouse:
Party January 4th 8:50 AM i 10:20 AM . ke (o vol
~ § 3:30pm Pageant preparations Open to ages 08 3 years If you would like to volunteer
N 4:00pm Pageant for the nursery, please con-
5:00pm Pizza party and birthday cake 10:20 AM3 11:30 AM ?gég?;gi’of';:’(s%uzr_?Sugery
for Jesus Open to ages 0-4 years
AL TALY FEE by Len Tonas
rﬁﬂxﬁu"- = s
 NURSERY | -
Lrs 4 2FEE
-fﬁé’f ey

Monday Evenings,
7:00 pm at the
Blue Plate Diner

We will continue on Monday evening, Adult Christian Education at
January 5th. This group will be dis- n
cussing Amish Grace by David St . Mar yos
Weaver-Zercher. This is an amazing There are so many ways you can join in the discussion as we
book about tragedy, forgiveness and explore our faith, the Bible, and many more contemporary
one people's perception of the Lord's issues of spirituality.
Prayer and their determination to live
by its words. Please consider joining Sunday mornings at 9:00am at Gibbs House
us. Stay tuned to the Sunday Bulle- We continue with 7he Gift of Yearsby Chittister
tin for the January meeting dates.
Wednesday afternoons at 4:00pm at Gibbs House , A Bible
You do not have to order anything from study led by the Rector, Pam. This group is studying the Gospel of

the diner to participate. Matthew.
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Building & Grounds

New Building Update

We have just selected Farrar and Associates to be the Construction Manager (CM) for the pro-
ject. Farrar will act as the General Contractor for the construction phase, and will participate
on the team of owner/architect/CM to hire the subcontractors for each of the trades who will
actually build the building. The process includes a competition among at least three qualified
bidders for each trade. Farrar will have a superintendent on-site during construction to oversee
the process. They will be our representative to see that the job is done right, on schedule, and
within budget. Farrar and Associates is a Newport firm with a long history of successful pro-
jects in our area. They beat out four other very qualified local construction management firms
after a process that included written proposals and presentations. No preconstruction costs will
be incurred, but the CM will be able to participate with the owner/architect as the more de-
tailed design evolves; this early involvement leads to a better, less expensive design. Our
thanks to Bill Hall, Steve Mello, Dave Monroe, and the co-chairs who made up the selection
committee.

Newport Collaborative continues work on the Development Design drawings. The Interior De-
sign continues to evolve under the attentive eye of Mardi Sayer and her subcommittee. The
latest redesign includes:

a Sacristy with hot and cold running water

Storage areas for tables and chairs in the Great Room

Accommodations for hanging coats

Separate closed offices for appropriate office personnel

Bathrooms adjacent to the Gathering Space

a Kitchen opening directly onto the Gathering Space, with two-way doors between the
bathrooms

Additional storage space on first and second floors

Adult classrooms at the back of the Admin spaces which are partitionable to form a single,

large meeting space

E | = =8 -a-a-a_-1

A secure Receptionist area next to the Gathering

More revisions have yet to be incorporated, but the interior design is evolving nicely to accom-
modate all our needs.

To get answers to concerns about potential added water runoff with the new building in place,
we have asked a civil engineer to drill deep sample holes around the perimeter of the planned
site. The sample drillings will provide more information about any shale layers we might en-
counter during excavation, and any underground water paths. Newport Collaborative is engag-
ing a Landscape Architect to participate in the water management planning, to deal with any
grading issues, and to preserve our trees. We are also exploring using porous paving material
for the parking lots.

As our financial picture continues to develop, the Building Design Committee continues working
toward a possible late spring groundbreaking. Should the process have to be delayed, we will
be in a good position with a more mature design to resume the process at a later date.

Ted Bierman
Marshall Lundberg
Co-Chairs, Building Design Committee

(o)

New Building
Update

Sp
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A Note from the

The Annual Corporation Meeting of

Saint Mary's Church
Sunday, Feb 1, 2009, at 11:30am
(immediately following the 10:30 service in the church)

The Annual Corporation Meeting is a meeting open to the entire St. Mary's Community.
Member communicants in good standing will elect three Vestry Members, and a Junior
Warden, each to serve a term of 3 years, plus delegates and alternates to Deanery and Diocesan Conven-
tion. Reports from all ministries and activities will be provided.

Quialifications to vote at the Annual Meeting and to be eligible to run for Vestry positions are:

*To be a member (entered on the Parish Register baptism, confirmation, reception or a letter of transfer
from another Episcopal Parish)

*To be a regular communicant (receiving Holy Communion three times in the previous year)

*To have, for the previous year, been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented, and
have been faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God

*To have made a financial commitment to St. Mary's in the form of a pledge to God's work in this place
and is not in arrears on that pledge for the previous 6 months.

If you want to make a nomination, please have the permission of your nominee and check with the Parish
Office to make sure your nominee is officially qualified. Profiles of the candidates will be published in the
February issue of the Parish News, which will come out the last week in January. If you want to nominate
someone, please speak with the rector or a member of the Vestry (see the back of this Newsletter for Ves-
try members and terms).

Offering En

Offering Envelopes have been mailed out. Everyone should have them by the
first Sunday of the year. Please use thenew envelopes when making your offering to
ensure that you are credited with all your contributions.

If you have your bank send in your pledge automatically, please notify your bank of your
new pledge number for 2009 to guarantee that it is reflected on your check.



PAGE 6

A note from the Vestry

Do you need e -mail to be on the Vestry?

The Vestry has moved into the modern age and finds e-mail a tremendous tool in

being able to share and access information. We recognize, however, that not

everyone has e-mail or a computer, Because of that, we are very willing to set up

an accoumidilifeogsd@eVestry members here in thi
checked here, or in the library, or at the home of a friend who has a computer. |

do not believe there is any turning back from the use of e -mail. Just as a Vestry

member makes the commitment to get to meetings, perform Vestry responsibili-

ties in the parish, and be a worshiping member of the congregation, s/he takes

responsibility for accessing the information. Of course, this willingness to

istretchod ourselves a bit is in many ways
ing to do some new things in ordahalto deep
mark of a good Vestry member is the ability to respect the past but recognize that we live in the present and

are moving into the future; that will inevitably (if sometimes reluctantly!) entail new learning and openness!

Paul Rene, our comput er Anmpilagcodunts ke, andfChrelyn Ergle, durovessrneQlerku p e

has offered instruction for getting access to and using e -mail. We have spent considerable time on the Vestry

exploring how this relatively new medium gets used in helpful communication. We have agreed, for example,

that information is exchanged but no business is conducted i that is, we will not take a vote via e -mail. In an

i nstance where an O0emer genc ymailwbeldbe gseddmarrange e tinge fot aobrieh e ma d e
meeting to address the matter at hand. E -mail is here to stay. It saves in printing and mailing. We strive to

use it in a way that will enhance our communication with one another.

Apart from serving on the Vestry, are you missing out by not having e -mail?

No! We are still in a stage where we communicate in a variety of ways. An e -mail gets sent out weekly but it is

essentially a timely reminder of what has already been published in the newsletter and bulletin. There is noth-

ing on e-mail that is not also in print. By the way, Vestry minutes are posted online but they are also posted

(on paper!) in Gibbs House once the minutes have been approved. We have not been doing a Vestry update

column in the newsletter because it would be redundant i read about programs, read about the progress of a

new building, read the rectords reflections and you wil|

Eeasibility Study

As you know, we did a feasibility study to see what kind of support we have for moving
forward with our new building. In the last newsletter, | addressed some of the issues that
came up in the study. There are summaries of the study in the Church, Gibbs House and
Parish House. We have removed all of the personal and confidential comments but if you

have an interest in seeing the firaw datao |
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Eric & Alyson Adkins
Alex Allardt

Doug & Kathy Arent
Noel & Mari Ashworth
Gene & Catherine Baer
Steve & Elaine Bakios
Frances Banks

Brian & Philomena Barboza
Marjorie Beardwood
Jeff & Diane Belden
Don & Sarawyn Berrett
Elaine Berry

Ted & Rene Bierman
Dorothea Blackman
Bob & Claire Bowerman
Steve & Cynthia Brasington
Elizabeth Briggs

Tom Brown

Jan Campbell

Jim & Beverly Campbell
Christina Carr

William Cartier

Camilla Chappell

Dot Chase

Millie Chase

Sam & Pat Chase
David & Carole Clark
Frank Clark

Walter & Faye Clauson
Fred & Jean Cleasby
Ed & Wanda Coderre
Tom & Candie Cook
Hank & Arlette Cotta
Sandy & Millie Cozzens
Andrea & Bob Creaney
Caroline Crouch

Jerry & Trish Culver
Joshua & Megan Curtis
Marilyn Curtis

George Cushman
Sherrill & Arthur Daily
Pauline Davis

James & Deborah DeVecchi
Jeanne Derrah

Eloise Driscoll

Enormous appreciation to the
have pledged a total of 274,270.

Pledges that have been received to date:

Linda Drummond

Phil & Meg Duckett

Dick & Joanne Dunlap
Jon & Murry Edwards
Dave & Marilyn Ferkinhoff
Jonathan & Christine Flanagan
Ruth Fletcher

Gary & Carolyn Frye
Gary & Sandi Gabriel
Dot Gasper

Bill & Kathleen Geasey
Robert & Linda Gentry
Barbara & Allen Gifford
Ralph & Ann Gizzi

Dave & Donna Goodrich
John & Beth Gregson
Harry & Mattie Gustafson
Fritz Hagensen

Bev Hall

Gerald & Norma Hall
Hugh & Susan Hall
Norman & Gillian Hall
William & Judith Hall
Lucille & James Hamilton
Jon & Liz Harris

Claire Hebert

Marilyn Hennessey

Don Heywood

Ken & Ellyn Hileman
Bruce Hoitt

Vic & Nancy Howard
Arthur & Carolyn Howell
Hal and Martha Hultgren
Bob & Nancy Ihloff

Tom & Anne Jenkins
Adam & Cindy Jilling
Glenna & Sean Johnson
Earl & Pearl Johnston
Helen Jones

Warren & Joan Karoli
Don & Carolyn Kaull

Pat Keeley

Sylvia Kekligian

Susan Kelchner

Fred Kempenaar

Michael & Barbara Kemper
Tom & Kathy Kirk

Steve & Jane Kirkpatrick
Ronald Kobayashi

Mary & Tim Korte

Karen Kosoff

Henry Kurzeniowski Jr.
Bob & Florence Kuttner
Ralph & Rosemarie Lamp
Rhonda & Frank Landers
JoAnn Loewenthal
Marshall & Mary Kay Lundberg
Lisa Lyons

Ken Lyons

Scott Lyons

Bill & Bertha Lyons

Joan Macomber

Joe & Monica Magliocco
Pete & Kate Marnane
John & Cherie Martin
Linda Martinsen

Jean Mathias

Brian & LaNor McDonald
Jim McKay

Jennifer & Steve Mello
Marjorie Mercer

William Mercer

Sidney & Teresa Merrill
Dave & Marcia Monroe
Norman & Lisa Moore
Pamela Mott

David & Carole Nicodemus
Patricia Oczkowski

PJ & Marilee Ottilige
Jackie & Christopher Pacheco
Donna Pacheco

Harry & Shirley Paquin
Clint & Carolyn Pearson
Jeanne Phelps

Harold Phillips

J Francis & Barbara Pine
Jim & Ginny Purviance
Ed & Doreen Putnam

62% of parishioners who
for 2009.

Paul & Nadine Rene
Michael & Lori Rinkel
Elizabeth Rogers

Glenn W Russell

Cora Saccucci

Mary Lou Schmidt

Ann Sheeley

Orinda Sherman
Norman & Ruth Siebens
Alex & Pat Simmons
Cynthia Simmons

Fay Sisson

Devin & Carol Skelly
Donald Smith

Phyllis Smith

David & Mary Jane Snyder
June Soares

Karen & Matt Spohn
Daryl Stahl

Judy Stevens

Karen Stevenson
Norma Stoddard

Silvia Styles

Pat & Grace Sweeney
Jeff & Jenny Swider
Bob Thompson

Bill & Debby Timby
Doug & Linda Tribou
Jim & Sally Vanicek
Dick & Barbara Vars
Bob & Jennifer Vergnani
Gladys Mae Walsh
Margaret Warburg

Doug Ward

Erik & Martha Watson
Paul Westrom & Leigh Knapman
Karen White

Jean Wilson & Andre Levesque
Grace Wilcox

Dick & Pricilla Wimpress
Chris Winslow
Alexandra Young
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Prayers, Liturgy & Worship

January 2009

Each Sunday we pray for the families and individuals who are coming up the following week.
You are invited to pray along as part of your prayer discipline. When your name is coming
up, you will get a postcard reminding you that you are in the prayers of the community.
Perhaps you will see the name of someone you realize has not been in Church or whom you
know to be ill. Pray for him or her and give a call!

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Bill 2 Sidney & 3 Kim
Mercer Teresa Miller
Merrill
4 Dorothy & 5 Stuart Mills 6 Dave & 7 The Moore 8 Crystal 9 The Mott 10 Pam
Al Millington Marcia Family Moss Family Mott
Monroe
11 The Muir 12 The Myers 13 The Najmy 14 The 15 Julie 16 David & 17 Patricia
Family Family Family Nelson Nethercott Carole Oczkowski
Family Nicodemus
18 The 19Jim & 20 The 21 Donna 22 Harry Jr. 23 Nancy 24 Clint &
Ottilige Betty Jean Pacheco Pacheco & Shirley Parker Carolyn
Family Owen Family Paquin Pearson
25 Frank & 26 The 27 John 28 The 29 The 30 Jeanne 31 Mary
Helen Pear- Pedersen Peixinho Pember Peters Phelps Philcox
son Family Family Family

Peaceful Practices for Stressful Times

Fridays with God

Second Fridays of the month.
Friday January 9th

6:30 -8pm Gibbs House

An invitation to deeper prayer,

healing, fellowship.

Come to go deeper.

Come to find rest for your soul.

Come to experience new ways of prayer.
Come to end a busy week and begin the weekend.

Come.
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Outreach & Hung

Food Drive 2008 - Extreme Generosity Meets Great Need

In January 2008 the local economy was humming along at a normal pace. On Aquidneck Island we had nor-
mal levels of homeless and hungry people. The Rector challengedthe Parish to collect and deliver 8000 Ibs of
food to feed the hungry. At the time we saw this as a stretch goal but one that the St. Mary's community could
reach with some effort. In the past few months the economy has turned upside down. We are now in the midst
of the worst recession since the Great Depression of the 1930's.

So how have the people of St. Mary's chosen to respond? You have absolutely blown by the Rector's goal by
contributing more than 9200 Ibs of food. You have truly stepped up to the plate when the need was the greatest
and hit a grand slam home run. This is about twice the amount of food we collected during our first year of op-
eration (2005) and a 35% increase over our collection in 2007. You have made a tremendous dent in the hunger
problem in our local communities.

We are truly overwhelmed by the extreme generosity that the Parish has demonstrated in supporting the Food
Drive ministry. We are deeply grateful for the leadership and example that Pam has set from the "pulpit" and
with her Discretionary Fund, the large anonymous contribution of an economic stimulus check, financial support
from the Outreach Commission, transportation provided by Paul Westrom, the countless contributions of food by
members of the Parish, and other acts of support.

With Much Gratitude, Dave and Donna Goodrich

Our Parish Family

The Return of the Saturday Pot

Luck!

A potluck dinner is planned after the 5 PM ser-
vice on January 24" at the Rectory. All are

welcome to share fellowship and cheer as we Wafflefest
head into the winter months. Please bring a dish to share and January 11, 2009
let Alex Allardt know at 849 3779 what you are brining and 9:30 am till 12:15 pm
how many are coming! Helpers welcome pre and post event. Waffle brunch fundraiser to

benefit the J2A Pilgrimage
to lona Scotland.
Free Will Offering



