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Listening for the Call: Vestry  
As I write this, I am looking at the Biblical texts assigned for next Sunday.  They are all 
about being called by God, and being proactive about listening  for that call.  I believe we 
have a common call as the Body of Christðcalled to be those who find the presence of God 
as their center .  But we each have our individual callsðseveral, in factðyou may be called 
to be a mother, teacher and volunteer at the pet shelter.  Or you might be called to be a 
father, sanitation worked and gardener.  Or é? You fill in the blanks!  I am grateful for 
those who answered the call to stand for Vestry.  This is truly a call to service ðit is a busy 
time on the Vestry as we seek to hold our vision ñCome grow with usò in a variety of ways, 
including staff, program, buildings, and at the center, worship.  Thanks to those who have 
served on this Vestry in good times and challenging times! 
Listening for the Call: Capital Campaign  
One of the ñfront burnerò items on the Vestry agenda these days is moving forward with 
our new building.  Of course it is a tricky time to be doing that, especially with the economy 
the way it is.  One of the possible consultants we are in conversation with spoke about how 
this is the BEST time to move forward with a capital campaign since the campaign is more 
about community building than about the money we raise (which, of course, is important, 
too!).  It is a time when we are seeking answers in our lives to difficult questions: how can I 
live with less? What is REALLY important? As I raise my family, how do I help them to 
know that STUFF isnôt as important as it might appear in our culture?  One of the places we 
look for responses and meaning is in our life together as Christians here at St. Maryôs.  My 
vision of church is that it becomes a place of such meaning, that together, we will do what 
we need to doðin supporting one another, in continuing the ministry here, in seeking to 
reach out more and more to the community around us, in knowing that whatever life 

throws at us, we have a place where we can come and encounter God through community.  
A new safe, integrated  building will be part of being able to walk into this vision, and the 
capital campaign will be part of deepening our relationships toward this end.  It is my hope 
that when someone calls you to participate (donôt worryðonly a very few people will be 
invited to ask for money!), you will be eager to volunteer to help organize events or, even, 
simply buy napkins for that event!  The capital campaign work is being headed by a steer-
ing committee consisting of Steve Bakios (Vestry representative), Jerry Hall, Harry Gustaf-
son, and Murry Edwards (also on the Vestry). 
Listening for the Call: Small Community Networks  
Speaking of community building...the small community network sign ups are still out ðthese 
are not meant for you to suggest what OTHERS could do but, rather, where you need sup-
port, or want to offer service  - it is a way for you to see if anyone else has the same or 
similar interest.  Take a look at the sign -upsðoffer something that YOU would be interested 
in, and see what develops.  Remember the parable of the sowerðthe seeds are cast 
aboutðsome take root, others donôt but it is a way of networking and finding similar inter-
ests. 
It is my hope that we can listen to Godôs call together and live that call out in a variety of 
ways in our lives, and that this community will be a place where that can happen!  
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Christian Education  & Formation 

Preparation for Baptism  
Baptism is the entry into a new life in Christ.  The first part of prepara-
tion for Baptism includes being present in worship on a regular basis.  
Because Baptism is such an important and primary step in Christian life, 
preparation for Baptism includes a 5-week class: Exploring our Faith 
Journey which also includes those preparing for confirmation, and those 
simply exploring the Episcopal Church.  If you are seeking Baptism for a 
child, at least one parent (preferably both!) will need to participate.  
The dates for Spring 2009 : Sundays 9:35-10:20 on March 1, 8, 15, 22, 
29.  
 
Dates on which Baptisms occur  
Once the preparation is complete, we will schedule a Bap-
tism on one of the following special appointed times during 
the church year: The Baptism of Jesus, The Easter Vigil, 
April 12, 2009;  Day of Pentecost, May 31, 2009; Transfigu-
ration Sunday, August 2, 2009;  and the Sunday after All 

Saints,ô Nov. 1, 2009. 

         

The Epiphany Pageant on January 4th was lovely .  Thank you to all who helped, especially to Kim Stamoulis  for 
her direction, to Jenn Mello  for organization of the costumes and to Liz Harris  for coordinating the food and 
party afterward.   
 
On January 25th the children in Godly Play made Valentineôs Cards for a group of soldiers in Iraq.  In early Febru-
ary, we will be sending these cards along with small care packages.  Please see the Bulletin and the St. Maryôs 
Minute for ways that you can contribute.  

Mark your calendars ï On February 21st and 22nd , the Covenant Players will be returning to St. 
Maryôs.  They will be performing at all four services that weekend.  Their dramatization of life 
events is educational, thought provoking and highly entertaining.  For more information about the 
Covenant Players please see their website at www.covenantplayers.org.  

Godly Play Update  

Upcoming events   

http://www.covenantplayers.org/
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Christian Education  & Formation 

 

 

 

 

Adult Christian Education at  
St. Maryôs  

There are so many ways you can join in the discussion as we explore our 
faith, the Bible, and many more contemporary issues of spirituality.  
   
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am at Gibbs House  
We continue with The Gift of Years by Chittister 

 
Wednesday afternoons at 4:00pm at Gibbs House , A Bible 

study led by the Rector, Pam.  This group is studying the Gospel of  
Matthew.    

  
 

Monday Evenings,  
 7:00 pm at the  
Blue Plate Diner  

We will continue on Monday eve-
ning.  This group will be discussing 
A Generous Orthodoxy: Why I am a 
missional, evangelical, post/
protestant, liberal/conservative, mys-
tical/poetic, biblical, charismatic/
contemplative, fundamentalist/
calvinist, ... anabaptist/Anglicané 
 
Stay tuned to the Sunday Bulletin for 
the February meeting dates. 
 
You do not have to order anything from 
the diner to participate.  

Nursery care schedule  
In Parish House:    
8:50 AM ï10:20 AM 
Open to ages 0ð3 years 
 
10:20 AMð11:30 AM 
Open to ages 0-4 years 
 

If you would like to volunteer 
for the nursery, please con-
tact Kathy Kirk, our Nursery 
Coordinator at 682-1847 

Celebrate 

Mardi Gras  

At the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  

Something for everyone! 
 Something for all ages! 

 
When: Tues, Feb. 24th  , 5:00 to 7:00 PM 

Where: St. Maryôs Parish Hall 
How Much:  $5.00 pp or $15.00 per family  

 
All proceeds go to fund the J2A pilgrimage to Iona Scotland. Thank you for your support!  

 
Great food, music, costume party (with prizes).  

Come and enjoy the spirit of Mardi Gras!! 
 

   Mark Your Calendars!!  
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 Building & Grounds                    

 
 

 

 

 

News from the Building Maintenance  Committee 
 
 As you know the stained glass windows on the north side of the church are out for refurbish-
ment. We had hoped they would be back in place by this time, but a mild heart attack kept the artisan 
from keeping to the schedule. Weôll keep him in our prayers.  
 

 As I write this,  the third  window is scheduled to be installed at the end of the week, and the 
forth (and last one) will be installed in a few months.  
 
 As usual, the Parish House needs some band-aid work to keep it from falling down until a per-
manent fix can be made.  There has been yet another roof leak that was fairly serious this time, so 
we had to bite the bullet and have a contractor replace that portion.   
  
 The door to the annex entry has also finally deteriorated enough to need replacing (it is an 
emergency exit).  Hopefully by this time next year a new building will be under construction.  
 
 Just a reminder, that even though heating oil costs are down from a few months ago, we still 
go through almost a tank a week to keep the church heated. Please dress warm and keep the doors 

closed as much as possible when entering the church. The Parish House takes almost as much oil to 
heat, so please be mindful of open doors. 
 
Peace and warmth from the building maintenance committee.  
 
Sincerely, Dave Ferkinhoff 
Building Maintenance Committee Chair 

Holy Lent   

The Ash Wednesday Services on February 25, with the Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion, are 
to be held at 7am, 12noon, and 7pm.  
 
Family Service with the imposition of Ashes is at  5:30pm at the Church.  
 
Baptism and Confirmation classes begin Sunday March 1 at 9:30 in the Parish House, and meet for five 
Sundays in Lent.  
 
The next occasion for Baptism is at the Easter Virgil Service on April 11.  
 
The Confirmation Service for our Deanery will be at the Cathedral in Providence on Saturday April 25th 
at 2pm.  
 
Lente Companions: Sign up to gather a group, or invite someone to be your companion, meeting 
weekly at your convenience and using the resources suggested. More information will be available.  
The themes this year are: Money -Simplicity -Relationship with God -Chocolat for Lent.  
 
Wednesday Eucharist, 12 noon ðas always, in Gibbs house.  
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The Annual Corporation Meeting of  
Saint Mary's Church  

Sunday, Feb 1, 2009, at 11:30am  
                         (immediately following the 10:30 service in the church)  
 
The Annual Corporation Meeting is a meeting open to the entire St. Mary's Community.  
Member communicants in good standing will elect three Vestry Members and a Junior War-

den, each to serve a term of 3 years. Also delegates and alternates to the Deanery and Diocesan Conven-

tion  will be chosen.   Reports from all ministries and activities will be provided.  
 
Qualifications to vote at the Annual Meeting and to be eligible to run for Vestry positions are:  
 
*To be a member (entered on the Parish Register baptism, confirmation, reception or a letter of transfer          
from another Episcopal Parish) 
 
*To be a regular communicant (receiving Holy Communion three times in the previous year)  
 
*To have, for the previous year, been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented, and    
have been faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God  
 

*To have made a financial commitment to St. Mary's in the form of a pledge to God's work in this place 
and is not in arrears on that pledge for the previous 6 months.  
 
     Profiles of the candidates are included on pages  6-7 of the Newsletter.     

                                               A Note from the Vestry                        

Pledges   

Additional pledges received to date:  
 
Debra Berrett 
Bob and Elaine Bucci 
Michael and Ruby  Booth 

Larry and Theresa Colantuono 
Gail Glanville 
Joanne Gracia 
Harry G. and Wendy Lord  Harvey 
Mary Jean Kempenaar 
Bryce and Leslie Muir 
Pauline Silvia 
Carl and Margaret Weiss 
Christopher and Jennifer Williams 
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Vestry Nominees 
Murry Edwards -Junior Warden  
As I run for Junior Warden, I realize that Iôm extending my Vestry commitment  3 more 
years, at a time of great transition at St. Maryôs.   However, the past 10 years that Iôve been 
at St. Maryôs have had periods of transition throughout.  During the past decade, Iôve experi-
enced the changes in the parish that have included bringing children into church, forming a 
9:00 service for families (which has grown from 60 people in the Fireplace Room of the Parish 
House to 100 in the Parish Hall), and now the prospect of expanding the St. Maryôs space, so 
we can grow even more.  I have also seen the Christian Education Program for children grow 
and change from a traditional Sunday school model to Godly Play and Journey to Adulthood 
for our children and youth.    
During this time, I  have served on the Vestry earlier, as well as currently.   I have taught 
Godly Play, worked with Rite 13, and served on the Christian Education Commission. I am 
currently the coordinator for the óTween program which helps meet the Christian formation 
needs of our youth in 4 th through 7 th grades. 
I hope that in my new role I will continue to see the openness to change and growth that are 
hallmarks of St. Maryôs, and to be able to help this community transition smoothly. 

Judy Hall -Vestry  
Judy has been a member of St. Maryôs for over 13 years.  She and her husband Bill joined the 
church when they moved to Portsmouth prior to having children. At that time she was in search 
of a parish that would embrace her former Roman Catholic traditions while guiding her through 
the teachings, traditions and rituals of the Episcopal Church. St. Maryôs did just that.  She and 
her family can regularly be seen sitting in the front row at the 8:oo am service. Her children 
Caroline and Will have been raised in this parish, and she takes comfort in knowing that St. 
Maryôs is a second home to them.  Judy was one of the first Godly Play trained Christian Educa-

tion teachers and she has taught, off and on, for close to 13 years. She currently co -teaches the 
Pre-kindergarten Godly Play class. She has served on many committees over the years including 
Christian Formation, The Lawn Party, Light in the Night, and the Maundy Thursday Dinner Plan-
ning Committee. She is a Lay Eucharistic Minister at the 8:00 am service and she even sang for 
a while with the Jr. Choir. Professionally, Judy is the Pre-kindergarten Teacher at The Pennfield 
School where she has taught for over 7 years.  Her hobbies include cooking, golf and reading. 
She loves music and taking long walks with her husband and 1 year old Standard Poodle, Quinn. 
She is excited about the prospect of serving on the Vestry at St. Maryôs.  She looks forward to   

    using her energy and enthusiasm to assist St. Maryôs at this very important  time in its history.  

Lisa Lyons -Vestry  
I grew up in California but have always had very strong ties to New England because my 
parents are both from this area.  I was raised Catholic, but once I started attending the Epis-
copal Church, I felt like I had come ñhomeò and was received into the church in 1988.   
My family and I have been attending St. Maryôs Church since 1993 and it has been an in-
credible experience to have such a loving and spiritual church family.  My kids all attended 
church school and were acolytes; my oldest son was fortunate to be part of the J2A class 
that went on a Pilgrimage to Taize, France.  I have been lucky to take part in Christian Edu-
cation classes, attend retreats, attend all of the different Sunday worship services, enjoy so-
cial events and meet many wonderful folks over my years at St. Maryôs.  In the past few 
years, Iôve taught an adult Christian Education class, was an assistant Godly Play teacher, 
hosted coffee hour and served on The Newcomers Committee.  St. Maryôs is a community 
that is filled with Godôs presence and love.  You can feel it the moment you step foot on the 
beautiful grounds or in the church building.  I would consider it an honor and blessing to 
serve on the St. Maryôs Church Vestry  
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Vestry Nominees   
Paul V. Westrom ïVestry  
I was baptized and confirmed a Lutheran.  Leigh and I attended a large Lutheran church in 
Minnesota.  When we moved to Rhode Island we felt called to St. Maryôs (after all, it is just 
two doors down).  We have been attending for about 5 years and Leigh and I are now in our 
fourth year teaching Godly Play.  I was received in the Episcopal Church when Kristina (our 
middle daughter) was confirmed and I have been very active in Christian Formation.  I have 
helped Jane and Ginny with Godly Play and I also helped Ginny and Grace this summer with 
some of the curriculum and course structure issues in Journey to Adulthood.  Dave Ferkinoff 
has tried to entice me to take a larger role in the Building Maintenance Committee, and I have 
done minor electrical repairs in all the buildings.  Pam asked me to serve on the Associate 
Rector Search Team so I was able to meet and have lunch (yum, lunch) with our two candi-
dates prior to Daryl.  I feel a particular concern towards service to the homeless and less for-
tunate and I volunteer at the soup kitchen and I act as Dave Goodrichôs understudy delivering 
food from the church to the Martin Luther King Center in Newport.  I would feel blessed to 
serve on your Vestry. 

Marshall Lundberg -Vestry  
St. Maryôs 1969ï1979 and 1984 to date.  
Currently Co-Chair of the New Building Design Committee. 
Vestry ï 12 years on Vestry and Senior Warden 2005-2007 
Other Involvement ï Lawn party; Parish Show; Stewardship; Evangelism; Sunday School 
teacher; Lay Eucharistic Minister; Building Committee. 
A candidate because ï I havenôt learned how to say ñnoò in this place. 
Distinction ï one of three former Lutherans who served on the Vestry and all served on 
the Evangelism Committee at one point or another é it seemed to be an institutional bias. 
Outlook ï Ice cream is good! 

Tim Korte -Vestry  
I was taught early in life through church, Boy Scouts (Eagle Scout) and school that being a part 
of community, and giving back to community, was not only important, but expected.  I have 

tried to continue that wherever I have lived. My wife, Mary, and I returned to Rhode Island a 
few of years ago along with our daughter, Audrey and son, Adam and have returned to St 
Maryôs as part of the merge between St. Georgeôs and St. Maryôs, where I continue to sing with 
the choir. Since being received in the Episcopal Church in 1982, I have served on many commit-
tees and in many ministries. I taught Sunday school in Kansas, led a large at-risk youth group in 
New Haven, and was the acolyte director in Providence, Weston, Connecticut and Woods Hole, 
Massachusetts. I also joined the choir in Woods Hole and sang in the community chorus.  I have 
been part of stewardship committees, welcoming committees, worship committees and hospital-
ity committees. I have also had the pleasure of serving on a Church Fair Committee twice and a 
building committee once.  All of this means that I have some understanding of the amount of 
work needed to make a place like St. Maryôs function. I would like to provide my time and tal-
ents to serve on the Vestry of St. Maryôs Church.  As a collaborative leader I would like to par-

ticipate in addressing the challenges and opportunities ahead of us in the next few years. The 
new building project, stewardship and the economy, the pastoral load of the clergy, welcome 
ministry, and the general day-to-day operation of the large amount of buildings, land and space 
are all areas that we as a church need to be mindful of. I believe my background and experi-
ence would allow me to assist in many of these endeavors. I ask that we all continue to pray for 
Godôs guidance as we continue Godôs work in the community of St. Maryôs Church. 


